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ers, cferks, servants and the like are mere boxes,
with none of the conveniences to which Amer-
icans even of the poorer classes are accustomed.
Hundreds of thousands of Americans live in
houses admirably equipped as  to bathrooms,
lighting and heating conveniences and the like,
where hundreds are thus housed in England.
Indeed America is in a class quite by herself, so
far as mechanical contrivances for personal com-
fort are concerned, as compared with England,
or any other country in the world.   The average
level of comfort is far higher than anywhere else,
whatever may be said as to the satisfaction of the
rarer and more luxurious and more refined de-
mands of the more cultivated.   At any rate,
America is easily chief among dwelling-places
where mediocrity has nearest approached to its
millennium.   Rent, clothes, service, wines, beer,
spirits, tobacco, all are cheaper in the English
than in the American town, and prices of meats,
vegetables, brea^l, butter, poultry, eggs much the
same. In this particular town in Shropshire, how-
ever, the beef and mutton, though costing about
the same amount, or a little less, per pound, are
very much better than in a similar town in Massar
chusetts, are of as fine a quality, indeed, as the
very \est beef and mutton served in the best
hotels and restaurants in New York. As you walk